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Sede Vacante: The Coins Minted During
Papal Vacancy
By Christina Stobodnik

In honor of the passing of the late Pope Francis,
266th pope of the Catholic Church

When a pope has died or resigned
from office and the College of Cardinals is
focused on electing a new pope, the Church
enters a time period called the Sede Vacante,
during which the Vatican mints special coins
called Sede Vacante coins.

Sede Vacante is a Latin phrase which
means “vacant seat”, referring to the empty
papal seat, the seat of the pope.

For a short history lesson on the
Sede Vacante, the tradition of producing
coinage to mark Sede Vacante first came
into use in the early centuries of the Church,
when the Sede Vacante usually lasted longer
than it does today. This was mainly due to
the new foundation of the Church and the
chaos of persecutions in Rome.

But because of the influence of
politics and society, the Vacante Sede could
last up to many months.

The longest Sede Vacante in history
occurred in the 13th century, lasting from
1268 to 1271 (2 years, 9 months and 2 days,
to be exact).

According to coffeewithdamian’s
article Sede Vacante: Meaning, History and
Canon Law, “the longest vacancy in church
history occurred between the death of Pope
Clement 1V in 1268 and the election of Pope
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Gregory X in 1271. The impasse was so
severe that in Viterbo, where the cardinals
were gathered, the local authorities locked
them inside the building (the first real
conclave) and even removed the roof to
speed up the process. This crisis forced Pope
Gregory X to implement the rules for
conducting conclaves, aimed at preventing
such long vacancies in the future.”

Eventually, this tradition of minting
coins to mark the time of Sede Vacante
spread beyond the Vatican to other
countries, including Germany.

Following tradition, Sede Vacante
coins are usually minted in precious metals
such as silver and gold. Depicted on these
coins are religious emblems or coat-of-arms,
and a Latin or Italian phrase.

“Following the death of Pope John
Paul 11 in April 2005, Vatican City issued
special coins during the period of Sede
Vacante depicting the emblem of the
Apostolic Chamber (two crossed keys
beneath an umbraculum, or umbrella) and
the coat of arms of the Camerlengo of the
Holy Roman Church, at the time Cardinal
Eduardo Martinez Somalo.” (Wikipedia,
Vatican Euro Coins)

As shown below, the obverse of the
gold Sede Vacante piece minted in the time
period after Pope John Paul II’s death shows
the umbraculum and the crossed keys.
Included is the year 2005 in Roman
numerals “MMV”. The phrase “Sede
Apostolica Vacante” translates from Latin to
“the Apostolic See is Vacant”. In small print
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on the right bottom side of the coin, “V.
Deseta” refers to the engraver.

The phrase on the reverse side makes
note of Cardinal Martinez’ coat-of-arms,
which include on the lower section the
common Latin phrase “Caritas et Veritas”.
This translates to “Love and Truth”.

While similar to Sede Vacante coins
of 2005, in 1963, the Sede Vacante coin, as
shown below, was minted in silver. 200,000
coins in the 500 lire denomination were
produced, following Pope John XXIII’s
death.

¥

The obverse shows a descending
dove before a sun, with the value of the coin
beneath. The Italian phrase “stato della citta
del vaticano”, which translates to “state of
the Vatican City”.

The reverse depicts the coat-of-arms
of Cardinal Benedetto Aloisi-Masella, who
at the time was Cardinal Chamberlain of the
Church. Encircling the coat-of-arms are the
words Sede Vacante, and “MCMLXIII”,
which is the year 1963 in Roman numerals.

To conclude, the Sede Vacante coins
are a significant tradition within the Church,
as well as an important part of both religious
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and numismatic history. They were so
valued in the past that other places beyond
the Vatican took up this tradition. Today,
these coins are produced often in sets for
collectors to buy, and remain popular among
many.

While we have yet to see what the
Sede Vacante coins of 2025, following the
death of Pope Francis, will be, we may
guess what they will look like based upon
past Sede Vacante coins.
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MICHIGAN INNOVATION DOLLAR
RELEASE CEREMONY
April 8, 2025detroitd_pans Announcements
By Les Rosik
On April 8, 2025, the Detroit
Historical Museum welcomed visitors for a
special event to celebrate the release of the
Michigan Innovation Dollar. The morning
started with a short ceremony at 10:30 a.m.,
followed by a coin exchange where guests
could trade one dollar in cash for the brand
new coin.

The Honorable Steve Bieda,
Michigan’s official liaison to the U.S. Mint,
led the event. He is a long-time supporter of
the coin collecting community and is a
member of the American Numismatic
Association, the Michigan State Numismatic
Society, the Polish American Numismatic
Society, and several other coin clubs. In
April 2022, Governor Gretchen Whitmer
appointed Mr. Bieda as the official liaison
between the State of Michigan and the U.S.
Mint to help select the theme and design for
the Michigan Innovation Dollar.

The event was presented with
support from the MotorCities National

Heritage Area and the Michigan History
Foundation. Many special guests attended,
including Mr. Thomas J. Uram, the current
President of the American Numismatic
Association from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
Mr. David G. Heinrich, a Governor of the
American Numismatic Association from
Cincinnati, Ohio, also joined the celebration.
Kathy Freeland, President of the Michigan
State Numismatic Society, was present as
well.

In addition to national and state

leaders, many Michigan coin club officials
and members took part in the day’s
festivities. Members of the Polish American
Numismatic Society helped out with several
volunteer roles during the ceremony. The
Polish American Congress of Michigan
Division was represented by President
Jolanta Halaczkiewicz and other officials.
Mr. Richard Yandora represented Post 169
of the Polish Legion of American Veterans
in Michigan.

Staff and leaders from the Detroit
Historical Museum welcomed guests and
supported the event from start to finish. Coin
collectors and curious visitors from across
the area came to enjoy the moment and
exchange their cash for the newly released
Michigan Innovation Dollar.

The event was a huge success, with a
great turnout and lots of media coverage.
Guests were proud to be part of this special
day and excited to bring home a piece of
Michigan’s story in the form of a shiny new
dollar coin.
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Please note:

These Michigan Innovation Dollar coins are
not being issued for circulation, but are
being offered in rolls and bags on the Mint’s
website, www.USMINT.gov as well as in
four-coin proof and reverse proof sets, with

both sets being issued later in 2025. The
Release Ceremony can be viewed on
YouTube at https://youtu.be/HkgcFtdJLHI

Have you been able to join us on the web? Try: www.pans-club.org. Or, on Facebook? If not, please go

to Facebook, find PANS, and see what events are coming up for our society.
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Once again, come to the meetings and win

Your PANS meets once a month, and is generous in raffling off one Polish coin per meeting. Why not
attend a meeting, and see if you can add something to your growing collection?

Perhaps the most trivial note on the Sede
Vacante Coins
By Mark Benvenuto

The death of a pope is mercifully a rare
event. Pope Francis will be remembered by
hundreds of millions as a good man, and a pope
who made some important reforms.

But do any of us remember the one year in
which there were two sets of Sede Vacante coins?
It was 1978. Pope Paul VI passed away, and Pope
John Paul I, after reigning only thirty-three days,
passed away later that same year. This makes for
an interesting few Sede Vacante coins, at least for
collectors who are aficionados of coins of the
Vatican.

Send in your finds.

Have you found any Polish coins of note,
perhaps squirreled away in some dealer’s stock of
foreign coins? If you have found a hidden treasure,
or one hiding in plain sight, e-mail Mark a photo
and a brief write-up of how you came upon it. The
PANS members will most likely be interested in
hearing about it.

&memﬁer ﬁff&, Jafea&e pay your dues ﬁr
2025./ 7/7(11: ’J Jzofér tﬁdee}/ear ~ @3}0 z'f:}/ou ’c[
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A few photos and memories of our Michigan
Innovation Dollar release ceremony. Thanks to
Mike Rosik for the photos, and to Steve Bieda for
organizing the event.

Our organizer and fearless leader, the Hon. Steve
Bieda

Steve fields the tough questions from the press.

As much fun as pirate treasure?
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Please support our advertisers and sponsors — thank you!
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BUYING AND SELLING
RARE EUROPEAN COINS AND MEDALS

LESTER J. ROSIK, INC.

P.O. Box 80395
ROCHESTER, MI 48308-0395 U.S.A.

[LEL- 2489092670 SPECIALIZING IN POLISH
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Stephen Friedman, LLC
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30608 Ford Road .

Garden City, MI. 48135 Life Member—ANAMSNSIGRCC
313.562.4060 Buy - Sell * All U.%. Coins *5lab or Raw

Q 5 BINGC SPMG NUMISM ATl Jemizan, M1 Stepherfnedmanddhahoo.com
I~ axsgeintyon

MERIDIAN
COINS, INC.

4990 Marsh Road
Okemos, Michigan 48864

By Appointment

Robert J. Sebenick Jr. (517) 281-7204

Polish-American Numismatic Society meets monthly at: American Polish Cultural Center, 2975 E. Maple Rd., Troy, M| 48083



Prieh’s Coins
& Currency

[
,/ In business since 1958

Buy,

¥ (586)727-5507 ..

Appraise

—U.S. & Foreign Coins & Currency
—» Gold & Silver Bullion
www.priehs-stamp-coin-hobbies.com

=>» Your advert here, if you wish. Please contact Mr. Les Rosik for the details.
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Polish American & Huron Valley Numismatic Societies
Present Our Annual Regional Coin Show

SUMMER LOCATION

Sunday

NORTH

|

August 24, 2025 -

peoy Y uyor

10 am — 4 pm L§

COIN SHOW

Madison Place Hall

peoy aipuinbag

876 Horace Brown Drive
South of 13 Mile Road
Madison Heights, Michigan

BUY - SELL - TRADE
COINS - PAPER MONEY
MEDALS — TOKENS - BOOKS - SUPPLIES
Over 65 US and World Coin Dealer Tables
NO SALES TAX on Coins & Bullion in Michigan
Contact: Brett Irick @ 313-207-3562 or Les Rosik @ 248-909-2670

PoLisH AMERICAN H uroN VALLEY
NUMISMATIC NUMISMATIC

SOCIETY SOCIETY
pans-club.org hvns.org
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Join Our Club
We meet on the first Saturday of the month at 12:00 PM at the American Polish Cultural Center located at 2975 East
Maple Road (15 Mile Road) at Dequindre Road in Troy, Michigan. Visit the PANS Club website at www.pans-club.org for
details. We currently have 10 meetings per year (August through May) with 2 months off during the summer. The Polish
American Numismatic Society also plans a Christmas Oplatek Dinner during the Holiday Season. Meeting agendas
include business matters and informative lectures from renowned guest speakers on topics including error and variety
coins, significant coins in Polish history, Hamtramck scrip, coin photography. Open and lively member discussions about
US and Polish numismatics are encouraged. Of course, the meeting would not be complete without coffee and delicious
Polish pastries. The Polish American Numismatic Society hosts two very successful public coin show at the American
Polish Cultural Center. Our primary show always takes place on the third Sunday of February. PANS also hosts a second
show in August. Shows have been co-hosted with other clubs in the region. If you have any interest in numismatics,
please attend a meeting and sign up as a member. PANS dues are only $20.00 per year or $30 per year if you would like
the PANS Eaglet newsletter sent to your mail on a quarterly basis. PANS Club Membership is a great way to meet
collectors with similar interests and knowledgeable dealers willing to share their experiences in a hobby that we all
enjoy. To become a member-in-good-standing, plan to attend a minimum of 5 meetings per year and perform club-
related duties at PANS Club sponsored Coin Shows.

Membership Application I hereby make application for membership in the Polish American Numismatic Society, subject
to the rules and regulations set forth in the Constitution and By-laws.

SIGNATURE:

PRINT NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE/ZIP:
EMAIL:

RECOMMENDED BY:

DATE ACCEPTED:

FIRST YEAR DUES PAID:

| COLLECT:

Attend a meeting or mail to: PANS, PO BOX 80515, ROCHESTER, Ml 48308
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